Notes on my Life
BY WALTER CROSTHWAITE
My Father
I was born in Ulverston, North Lancashire, on
October 30th, 1873. My father was one of the
pioneers, and for many years an elder, of the
Church of Christ in that town. Of how he came
to that position the following, written by
himself, will tell: ' In January, 1876, I joined the
Church of Christ meeting at Lindal, having
previously belonged to the Baptists at Ulverston.
Up to the year 1864, I was sceptical about
religion, but at that time I gave up the use of
intoxicating drink, after which good resolutions
were aroused within. But. baby-sprinkling and
other false doctrines caused me to stumble. For
a time I was groping about in the dark. I felt my
need of a Saviour. In a short time, I beheld Jesus,
the Chief amongst ten thousand, and the
altogether lovely. I saw baptism as a command
from Him. Had I seen it as clear as I did
afterwards, I would have attended to it sooner, I
think. However, on June 10th, 1871, I was
baptised, and joined the Baptists ; and remained
with them up to the time of joining the Church
as stated above.
The following note is from my father, Joseph:
I attended the discussion on Baptism between
the " Rev." L. O. Lewis, Vicar of Lindal-in-Furness,
and Mr. David King, of Birmingham, held on the 8th,
9th, 14th and 15th of December, 1875. That, and
conversations I had with John Coward, William
McDougall and several other brethren forced the
truth upon me, causing me to see clearly that I was
not on New Testament ground in many things,
therefore I was forced to move. On the 12th day of
March, 1876, I had a conversation with two friends
of mine who had been formerly connected with the
Baptists. They said they would like to meet according
to the teaching of the New Testament. I invited them
to go with me to Lindal, and they would see our form;

and also hear Bro. Evans give his finishing discourse
on "The Tabernacle." They did so and were delighted.
Bro. Evans advised us to meet at once, he believing us
to be men of stability. Therefore we met for the first
time in Ulverston to 'break bread' in, the house of
Sister Sarah Woods on the 19th day of March, 1876.
There were present four brethren and three sisters.
Two of the brethren never met with us again to break
bread. We were all opposed by those who should have
helped us most. One of the brethren said that his heart
is with us, but because of his wife's persecutions he
remains away from us. I cannot understand such
men. The Saviour says they that love anything more
than Him are unworthy of Him. The Church
continued to exist amidst many trials from false and
unfaithful brethren up to March 20th, 1881, when it
was decided that, after March 27th, we meet with the
brethren at Lindal, about three miles off. We
continued there up to April 1st, 1883, upon which
day we met again in Ulverston, and hope we will
never have to give up till the Master comes to call His
people to Himself. - Joseph Crosthwaite.'
My Early Days
There was nothing remarkable about my
boyhood. Like most lads, I was in mischiefs oft.
During schooldays, much time was lost by long
and serious illness. When about nine years old I
had brain fever, and was off school for about a
year, and by doctor's orders was only allowed to
attend half-time for a period after. Evidently, I
had some brains once, but probably the fever
wasted them. Opportunities to make up for loss
of schooling came later, but these were let slip.
Training for Preaching
In the year 1890, Alexander Brown, a true man
of God, mighty in the Scriptures, came to work
with the Churches in the Furness District. Young
men of ability and promise were sent to him for
periods of training to fit them for further
usefulness. In those days, young men had to
give evidence of ability before being accepted
for training. In January 1891, Albert Brown, of
Nottingham, came for training ; and for six
months spent the Lord's Days preaching at
Ulverston. During that period, I decided to take
a stand for Christ, and with four others was
baptized at Lindal on March 1st, 1891. We had
our first fellowship with the Church at
Ulverston the same day, my father giving us a
welcome. Usually very fluent, when he took my
hand he found it difficult to speak and, with

tears of joy, .just managed to say : 'This is the
happiest day in all my experience.' It has been a
source of great comfort to me to know that I
helped to bring joy to one who had laboured
long and hard for his Lord amidst much
discouragement and disappointment.
Alexander Brown was conducting Bible Classes
in the district, and also by correspondence
giving valuable help to those who availed
themselves of the opportunity. I attended all the
classes I could, and also took up his
correspondence course. As he was judged by
some (misjudged) to be a harsh man, a hard
taskmaster, the following letter is of interest:
Prospect Cottage,
Kirkby in Furness,
March 24th, 1891
Dear Bro Crosthwaite
I expected to manage to write to you earlier. Enclosed
two papers will now give you something to do. One
will tell you the kind of work expected, and how to do
it. The other contains the first set of questions for you
to answer. Some of the questions will give you a bit of
work, some others are easy. Do the best you can with
them. The more you work at them the better for
yourself. If you cannot quite satisfy yourself on some
points send on always whatever you think, and I will
do all I can to help you. Try to send in your first
answers by April 15th, and once every two weeks
after that. With best wishes for success in this
correspondence work, and in the whole of your
Christian life.
- A. BROWN.
My First Address
At the time I joined the Church, week-night
cottage meetings were being held. One of the
elders, Thomas Glossup, who had been my
teacher in the Sunday School, a man of the Book,
a real walking Bible, prevailed on me to try to
speak at one of these meetings ; and insisted that
I should speak on 'The Second Coming of
Christ.' What a theme for a beginner ! But fools
rush in where angels fear to tread. When David
King had the training work in hand, one of his
young students preached on a Lord's Day
evening. When he went for his lesson the next
morning, Bro. King, fixing
his piercing eye on him, said : 'There were some
things in your address which I have studied for
many years, and they remain a mystery to me,

but you seem to know all about them.' After a
few questions, the young man found himself in
a maze. When we were young we knew, or
thought we did, far more about some subjects
than we do now after many years' study of them.
My first address at that cottage meeting is an
indelible memory. A crowded room, with a big
fire, gave the speaker a hot time in more sense
than one ; and the carefully-prepared speech
was finished in about five minutes. As I look
back to my early efforts I am amazed at the
wonderful patience of the older brethren with us
youngsters and our crude efforts. I was soon
doing a fair amount of preaching. My father took
me with him on his planned appointments, the
arrangement being that I should speak first and
he would fill in the time that was left. I was put
on Furness District preachers' plan in
September, 1892. My father was anxious for me
to get some personal training under Bro.
Alexander Brown, but unfortunately Bro.
Brown's health failed early in 1892 and he was
unable to render any further service.
My Father's Death
Then on September 26th of the same year my
father suddenly fell asleep in Jesus. This was a
stunning blow for us all. For him we knew that
was well ; but to me the sudden loss of one who
was dearer than life hard to bear. We received
many letters from esteemed brethren, from
clergymen and temperance societies in the town,
all testifying to his worth and work. The
following is from a letter written by Mr. Bell, the
Congregational minister, with whom my father
had many warm discussions on religious
matters:
'His Sudden departure came as a startling message to
each of us. But like another who walked with God, he
too had this testimony that he pleased God, and he
was not, for God took him. Few indeed left behind so
fruitful a record of work well done. He declined no
duty, refused no service he could render. Outspoken
and fearless, he sought to speak the truth in love, and
thus became a succourer of many.'
The death of my father changed my plans. Being
the only son, I had to stay at home and do all I
could to keep things going there. I had served
my time to the painting trade, and worked at
that until I turned twenty-seven years old. Bro.
Lancelot Oliver had taken over the training
work after Bro. Brown's illness, and I

commenced correspondence work with him and
received much help and kindly encouragement.
Preaching Among Baptists
Early in 1893, owing to illness and subsequent
death of Mr. Pilling, the Baptist minister at
Ulverston, I was invited to preach for the
Baptists as often as possible. As the Church of
Christ in Ulverston had no morning meetings on
Lord's Days, I was free for morning services, and
for about three months I preached at the Baptist
Chapel. I did not neglect any of our own
meetings to serve them, and although they
offered it, I never accepted any pay for my
services. Oh, the audacity of youth! On the
second morning at the Baptist Chapel, I gave an
address on the difference between Baptists and
the New Testament Church. I started each
division of that address thus : ' You Baptists say'
(and gave some item of their belief), 'but this
book, the New Testament, says,' and read out
what the book says on each item. At the close of
that service one of the deacons said, ' Was that a
farewell sermon ? ' ' Well,' I said, ' I thought I
might not get another opportunity, and I wanted
to make clear where I stand.' ' Well,' said the
deacon, ' as long as you are willing to come we
shall be glad to have you.'
Dr. Wilson, a Baptist, preacher in the district,
who ha d taken a degree in medicine, called
several times to urge me to enter a Baptist
college, assuring me that they would pay all
costs, and as I was an acceptable preacher I
would receive fees for that, I thanked him for his
very kind interest in me, but said I must decline
to do as he wished, as my knowledge of New
Testament teaching would not permit me to be
either a ' Baptist' or a minister I continued
working at my trade, jiving much time to
preaching in the Furness district until the end of
the year 1900.
Full-time Evangelist
Being on a visit to Yorkshire, I attended the
Conference of Churches of Christ in that
division, on December 26th. Bro. Joshua
Mortimer introduced me to that gathering, and I
was invited to speak at the evening meeting. The
Yorkshire churches were on the look-out for a
whole-time evangelist ; and they invited me to
accept that position. I had a strong aversion to
accepting pay for preaching, my ideal being to

support myself. After much prayerful and
careful consideration, I decided to waive my
personal feelings, and agreed to go to Yorkshire
for three months. A letter from Bro. John
Crockatt, of Leeds, had much to do with my
decision. He wrote : ' I know it will be much
more agreeable to your ideas of independence
(as it would be to mine) to labour with your
hands, and preach as opportunity offers. But the
opportunities are so many that cannot be seized
when we all do that, that we are obliged to call
on some to take the more honourable, and much
more difficult position of devoting all their time
to this work, and depending on their brethren to
supply the needs that belong to the body, From
what I saw and heard, and from what I know
from those well able to judge, you are well
adapted for this work, and much glory would
accrue to our Lord, and many souls would be
saved, were you to enter this field of labour. I
hope, therefore, dear brother, you will comply
with our request, and come amongst us, if only
for two or three months at first. We will try to do
our part loyally, and in such a manner as shall
make it easy an d pleasant for you, and we shall
rejoice in working together in a field white unto
harvest that we are allowed to garner much of
the precious grain that would otherwise be lost.
May the Lord guide you to a wise decision in the
matter.'
Experiences in Yorkshire
I, with my wife and child, left Furness for
Yorkshire on January 31st. 1901. I was quite
confident that I would be back at my trade at the
end of the three months. Morley, near Leeds,
was to be my first field of labour. When we
arrived there snow was falling fast, and the
brother who met us informed us that we were to
lodge at the house of one who for years ha d
been landlady of a public-house, but who would
not have any lodgers who were not teetotalers.
We stayed in Morley eleven months, during
which period some 218 meetings, indoors and in
open-air, were addressed.
This was a strenuous time for a novice, and
meant much hard work an d study. A good deal
of interest and opposition was aroused. As an
outcome of heckling at an open-air meeting I
was invited to read a paper on Baptism, in a
Primitive Methodist chapel. There was a large
attendance and a lively discussion. One man
said: ' I have studied this question for years and

have come to a totally different conclusion to the
writer of the paper; and nothing that has been
said tonight, or ever will be said, will cause me
to change my opinion.' On old man rose, and
said quietly : ' I have read that there are only two
kinds of people who never change their
opinions.
The minister said : ' There is much I ought to say
on this subject, but unfortunately I have had a
cycle accident which has affected my vocal
organs.' Some who were present at that meeting
were afterwards immersed by the Baptists.
During our stay in Morley eight were added to
the church. Then we spent two months at
Harrogate, a fashionable watering place. The
church was small in number, but we had very
good meetings and one young woman was
added by faith and immersion. We then passed
on to Doncaster, remaining there four months.
Of this effort, the secretary of the church
reported : * Splendid meetings are being
obtained, and real good work done. By diligence
in teaching, proclamation and visitation, the
church has been quickened, and our numbers
increased by baptism and restoration, thereby,
we trust, bringing glory to our Father.'
The Churches of Christ
As most of my life has been spent in the service
of the Churches with which my father was
associated, a brief statement of their position
and plea will not be out of place here. Churches
of Christ in Britain were really the outcome of
the labours of Robert and James Haldane. These
heroic souls laboured hard and spent much in an
endeavour to establish churches of New
Testament faith and order. They regarded their
efforts as unsuccessful, and modestly thought
they were unworthy workers for such a great
task. But they sowed seed which in Britain,
America and other lands has produced a
wonderful harvest. Churches of Christ reject all
human creeds and confessions of faith, and
stand for the Bible only as their standard and
guide. They plead for rightly dividing the word
of truth,' holding that the Old Testament
Scriptures reveal a national religion for the Jews,
and the New reveals a religion for all peoples
and nations. What God required from His
ancient people is found in the Old Testament;
what He requires now is in the New Testament,
The Church is built upon 'the Christ, the Son of
the living God.' Faith in Jesus as such, and

obedience to Him, is the bond of union and
fellowship. All believers must, in accordance
with New Testament teaching and practice, be
immersed into the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and should meet to remember
Him in the ' Breaking of Bread' every Lord's Day.
They plead for the union of all believers by a
return to the ground on which the Church stood
at the beginning. Divisions have been caused by
departure from New Testament teaching and
practice; unity can be attained by a return
thereto.
A New Work in Hull
At the beginning of 1906, there being a desire to
break up new ground, :along with Bro. W.
Chapman (Senr.) we commenced work in the
city of Hull. This was a joint effort by the General
Evangelist and Yorkshire Committees. Hull was
a stronghold of Methodism. For six months we
laboured together, preaching indoors and out,
and in every way possible pushing our plea for
a return to New Testament Christianity. Then
for eighteen months I was left to continue the
work. The work was very hard, and progress
was slow. However, with the blessing of God, by
August, 1907 a Church with a membership of
twenty-seven had been established. Then some
well-meaning brethren (mistakenly as I then
thought and said) attempted to hasten progress
by joining with another mission. This proved
disastrous to our cause in Hull. Disapproving of
the policy pursued, we left Hull, and laboured
with other Yorkshire Churches until the end of
February, 1908.
In Leicester
The General Evangelist Committee intended
entering new fields, and I served with them for
two years. But instead of new ground I was sent
to the Leicester district Some soul-stirring times
were experienced; especially at South Wigston. I
had spent a happy and fruitful two months with
this Church in 1905. Large numbers attended the
meetings, and many were added to the Church.
While serving this Church during the year 1909
my wife, who had suffered for a considerable
time from that terrible disease consumption, fell
asleep in Jesus, leaving me with three young
children. When well she had been all that a wife
could be to a husband, a true 'help-meet.' Never
shall I forget the kindness shown to her, and to
myself, by brethren and sisters in many parts,

and especially in South Wigston. Towards the
close of 1910 I received an urgent appeal to
return to the Yorkshire district. Earnest efforts,
and tempting offers were made to induce me to
remain in Leicester. Had it been a case of
choosing what seemed easiest and most pleasant
these efforts would have succeeded. But I knew
of the difficult position in Yorkshire and of their
failure to secure a suitable evangelist, so I
decided to go back there. Before leaving the
Leicester district I was married to Sister Harriet
June Loveridge of South Wigston. She and her
people had shown great kindness to my late
wife, and to my children after my wife passed
away. For forty-two years she proved a faithful
wife, and a good mother to the children.
Return to Yorkshire
Much of the same experiences as during my
previous eights years* work were repeated, two
outstanding events being the starting of two
new churches, Hill Top Street, Leeds ; and
Bentley, near Doncaster. Hill Top Street Church
was formed by members from Wortley, Leeds.
For some years a really active Church existed
there, and much was done to spread the plea of
Churches of Christ. Bentley was a new coalfield
opened out near Doncaster, the Church being
formed of members from various places, mainly
from the Nottingham district. Miners are often a
floating population, new coalfields always
attracting many of them.

The following are articles of interest cut
from the Scripture Standard Magazine
over a number of years.
Ulverston. From Lord's Day , 24th Oct.
until Thursday, 4th Nov 1937. , the Church at
Ulverston held a mission with Bro. Walter
Crosthwaite as their speaker.
During the whole twelve days we were
favoured with exceptionally good congregations,
brethren flocked in from all the
Furness Churches and helped to crowd the
chapel. On Lord's D a y evening, 31st October,
Miss Annie Simpson came out and confessed
her Master, and was immersed before many
witnesses by Bro. Crosthwaite, into the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
on the following Monday evening.
T h e Church at Ulverston is thankful to

God for the rich food which He has given
through the strenuous efforts of Bro.
Crosthwaite, and although the visible results
have not been great, yet we believe there
are many very close to yielding themselves
to Jesus who has done so much for us all.
Kirkby-in-Furness.—Sister Isabella Barr,
a member of an old Kirkby family, intimately
associated with the work of the Churches in the
Furness District, fell asleep in Jesus, at Ulverston, on
January 16th 1938. More than fifty years ago she gave
to her Lord the life she owed to Him, and kept her
first faith to the end. She stood firmly for the old
paths, believing the old to be better than the new. To
her the Bible was the Word of God , and in matters of
faith, worship, and conduct, was authoritative and
final. She translated its teaching into daily life,
wearing the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of God of great price,' and so
adorned the doctrine of her Saviour.
Her life was spent in the service of others. Entering
the service of one family forty-five years ago she
served them loyally to the end; and in their home she
passed peacefully to her rest. During the many weeks
of her illness, all that love could do was generously
done; and among her last words was an. expression
of gratitude to those who so lovingly ministered to her
comfort and needs. She was 'a succourer of many,'
and surely deserved the high praise which the Lord
bestowed on the woman who gave her best to Him, '
She hath done what she could.'
The sympathy of -many is extended to Sister
Robinson and family, in whose home so great a part
of Sister Barr's life was spent, and to all her relatives.
The funeral service at Wallend, Kirkbyin-Furness, on
January 19th, was conducted by Bro.W. Crosthwaite.
Bedminster, Bristol. 1939 It was with great joy we
welcomed into our midst Bro. Crosthwaite, who has
just completed a fourteen days evangelistic mission.
Despite all the difficult external conditions, the
Church is deeply grateful to him for his enthusiasm,
having not spared himself in order that he might be
used. A record gathering assembled on Monday,
November 13th, to witness the baptism of Mr. A.
Alridge. Though having been a Christian for many
years, he found he could not resist the claims of Jesus
Christ as clearly set forth by Bro. Crosthwaite. He is
indeed a happy man, and rejoices in having learned
the truth more perfectly. The Church has been edified
and consolidated in its faith, and we can confidently
say that our brother's visit is all too short.
Back to Our Home Town, July 1945 - The editor of
'S.S.' was born in Ulverston, Lancashire, in 1873; was
baptised and added to the Church there in March,
1891. We left Ulverston at the end of 1898. After
living two years near Dalton in-Furness, we left, at
the beginning of 1901, to begin work as a whole-time
evangelist in Yorkshire. With the exception of some
two years spent in the Leicester District, we were in
Yorkshire until the end of 1917. We have discovered
that it is still necessary to repeat our reasons for
leaving that field. It was because of our opposition to

war; amalgamation with the 'Christian Association';
and the establishment of a theological college; that
we were compelled to resign. After some six-and-ahalf years in the Leicester District, during which we
supported ourselves, and gave much time to
preaching, we left at the end of May, 1924, to begin
work as a whole-time evangelist in the Slamannan
District. So we have spent twenty-one years among
what have been called "The Churches in the
Wilderness.' Now, after more than forty-six years, we
return to our home town, where we hope, if the Lord
will, to continue training and editorial work, and to
help as far as there is opportunity, the Churches in
the district at Ulverston
Will all please note our new address:
FORD VILLA,, HART STREET, ULVERSTON,
Lancashire.
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The Church at Ford Villa, Ulverston 1948
In addition to Lord's Day meetings, we run two
meetings each week. The greatest part of the
preaching and teaching has fallen to me. During the
past year, I have delivered 112 addresses, besides
conducting a Bible class each week. We have had
three additions by baptism and now number thirty.
We have an average attendance of eighteen at the
Breaking of Bread; and we always have some nonmembers at evening meetings.
Ulverston 1949. —All meetings are now held in the
Oddfellows ' Hall , Fountain Street , on the Lord' s
Days . Bible School , 11 a.m.; breaking of bread , 2.30
p.m. ; gospel proclamation 6 p.m.
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